














August 18, 2026 
 
The Honorable Anita Starchman Bryant 
Presiding Judge 
Mariposa County Superior Court 
5088 Bullion Street, P.O. Box 28 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
 
Re: Response to the Mariposa County 2025-2026 Grand Jury Report 
 
Dear Judge Bryant, 
 
This response is submitted with respect to the findings and recommendations of the Grand 
Jury. Please relay our gratitude to the volunteers who dedicated their time to promoting 
government accountability and public trust in Mariposa County. 
 
The Board of Supervisors directly oversees all County departments and advisory boards not 
under the authority of another elected official. Accordingly, this response is submitted on 
behalf of the County Administrative Officer, County Counsel, the Director of Public Works and 
Transportation, and the Board of Supervisors to address the applicable findings and 
recommendations. 
 
The Board of Supervisors does not have jurisdiction over the Mariposa County Unified School 
District and, therefore, is not providing a response to the findings and recommendations 
related to the District contained in the 2025-2026 Grand Jury Report. 
 
2025-2026 Findings 
 
Mariposa County Adult Detention Facility 
Operational oversight of the County Jail rests with the elected Mariposa County Sheriff, while 
the Board’s authority regarding the jail is limited primarily to matters involving funding and 
budget approval. 
 
For this reason, the Board defers to the response submitted by Sheriff Jeremy Briese on July 8, 
2026, which addresses the findings and recommendations concerning the operation and 
management of the Mariposa County Jail within the Sheriff’s statutory authority and 
responsibility. 
 
Mariposa County Solid Waste and Recycling Facility 
 
F4: The Department of Public Works has failed to fully implement the CORE Report. 
 
Response: Agree 



The Board of Supervisors agrees that the CORE Report has not been fully implemented. 
Progress has been delayed due to staffing vacancies and turnover in the Solid Waste Manager 
position, which has limited the Department's ability to complete all recommendations while 
maintaining daily operations. Several recommendations have been completed, while others 
were modified or deferred based on operational, regulatory, and financial considerations. 
 
R4: Fully execute all remaining phases of the CORE Report, establishing a clear internal 
timeline for stalled infrastructure and operational milestones. 
 
Response: Will Be Implemented 
The Department will develop a phased implementation plan for the remaining applicable CORE 
Report recommendations, including target completion dates and assigned responsibilities, and 
present the plan to the Board of Supervisors within 12-18 months of the publication of the Final 
Report. 
 
F5: The Department of Public Works' failure to secure long-term, formalized waste disposal 
contracts with Yosemite National Park, Merced County Landfill, and Recology creates fiscal 
instability and shifts financial burden on local residential ratepayers. 
 
Response: Disagree, in part 
The Department disagrees with this finding, in part. The County currently has agreements in 
place with both Recology and Yosemite National Park. The County does not have a formal long-
term agreement with Merced County Landfill. 
 
R5: Establish multi-year waste agreements with Yosemite National Park, Merced County 
Landfill, and Recology. 
 
Response: Implemented, in part 
The Department has agreements in place with Recology and Yosemite National Park and will 
continue to evaluate opportunities to negotiate long-term agreements. 
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MARIPOSA COUNTY 
Board of Supervisors 

  
RESOLUTION - ACTION REQUESTED 2026-371 

 
MEETING: August 18, 2026 

TO: The Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Joe Lynch, County Administrative Officer 

RE: Approve a Response to the 2025-2026 Grand Jury Final Report; and Authorize the 
Board of Supervisors Chair to Sign the Response 

 

RECOMMENDATION AND JUSTIFICATION 

Approve a Response to the 2025-2026 Grand Jury Final Report; and Authorize the Board of Supervisors 
Chair to Sign the Response.  
 
California Penal Code requires the Board of Supervisors, as the governing body of a public agency 
subject to the Grand Jury’s reviewing authority, to comment to the Presiding Judge of the Superior 
Court on the findings and recommendations pertaining to the matters under the control of the 
governing body within ninety days after the Grand Jury submits its final report. Please see the attached 
response. For reference, the complete Grand Jury Report is also attached.  

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF BOARD ACTIONS 

The Board has responded to final reports from the Grand Jury as required.  

ALTERNATIVES AND CONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION 

Do not approve. A new or modified response will need to be approved within the 90-day window 
allowed in California Penal Code.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

None  

ATTACHMENTS 
1. 2025-2026 Grand Jury Report Response - Board of Supervisors 
2. FY 2025-2026 Civil Grand Jury Final Report 
 
VOTE RESULT 
 
RESULT: Adopted (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: District I Supervisor Rosemarie Smallcombe 
SECONDER: District II Supervisor Shannon Poe 
AYES: District V Supervisor Menetrey, District I Supervisor Smallcombe, District III 

Supervisor Toso, District II Supervisor Poe, District IV Supervisor Kiser 
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