Observations of Elections

The Civil Grand Jury was invited by County Clerk to observe the March 5™, 2024, California
Primary Election. MCCGJ observed the elections staff process mail-in ballots, absentee ballots and
persons who wanted to hand-deliver their ballot. In addition to the Mariposa County Elections Office,
MCCGIJ was also invited to observe the elections staff and processes at both the L.ushmeadows and the
Greeley Hill sites on election day. At least two Civil Grand Jury members were at each of the three
locations.

These locations are:

- Mariposa County Elections Office, 4982 10th Street, Mariposa;

- Lushmeadows Fire Department, 6008 Monte Vista Ln, Mariposa;
- Greeley Hill Library, 10332 Fiske Rd, Coulterville.

The elections staff met every visitor with courtesy and professionalism and all concerns or
questions were answered, regardless of the nature of the question. The Civil Grand Jury observers were
treated with the same respect, courtesy and professionalism as everyone who came through the door.

All the staff members have a specific job in the ballot counting process, one member verifies
signatures, another prepares the ballots for insertion into the into the voting machine, and a different
staff member prepares the proper documentation for each batch of ballots. Staff reported that the formal
training elections received is important for the smooth processing of each ballot. Each staff member was
able to verify the signatures and confirm identities properly prior to having the ballots counted. There
are many other examples of the elections staff responsibilities during elections. MCCGIJ was shown each
step in these processes and given explanations as why certain actions were done and so that each vote
could be counted.

On election day, elections staff are expected to work 12+ hours. Each staff member is also
expected to continue to provide County Clerk services amidst their election responsibilities. Despite the
overwhelming tasks, Mariposa County elections staff are diligent, courteous, and pay attention to detail.
It is important that we recognize the entire elections staff for their dedication to the very important work
of conducting our elections in the secure and accurate manner. MCCGIJ has no recommendations for
elections operations at this time.

FINDINGS RESPONSES

F1 | Elections in Mariposa County are
administered professionally and are
securely, enabling citizens to feel
comfortable about election integrity.
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